


This free Lenten devotional guide is a gift
to you from Keep Believing Ministries.

Each day during Lent we will post additional material
(questions, application ideas, other Scriptures) on
the KBM weblog to help you go deeper.

You can find us on the Internet at
www.KeepBelieving.com.

Questions or Comments?

Email: ray@keepbelieving.com
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You never what will come next.

Questions are exciting because they shdkegs up A good question cuts through the fog of a

long discussioandforces us to confront the big issues. A good question causes the rest of us to
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Good questions open doors to let the truth come in.
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Each question reveals something about the person who asked. Each question points us in the
direction of new truth. Each question ultimately brings us face to face with Jesus Christ.

In this Lenten journey we will focus on questions found in the four gospels.

Some are questions askéalJesus.
Some are questions asketbout Jesus.
Some are qudmns askedy Jesus.

Taken together all of them reveal important spiritual truth we need to know. Lou Holtz, the
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GKAy3a ¢KSy Ifthdtiafre, thelz®eéshdu@ef teably to learn a lot this Lenten

season.
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February 13
What Are You Looking For?
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This is Day 1 of Lent, the d@ys of preparation leading up to Easter. A quick check of the
Wikipedia entrywill give you some helpful background. Note tirathe Western tradition,

Lent starts today with Ash Wednesday and continues until Holy Saturday, the day before Easter.
Sundays are not counted as part of the forty days because each Sunday is meant to be a mini
Easter remembrance.

Inthe evangelicalivy 3 2F GKS OKdzZNOKZI ¢S QNB Mosthy@SHdded dzNB
ignored it But thereis great value ipreparing our hearts for big events. And Easter is the
ultimate Big Event.

Thisyeas S QNB  BreqOedtidris yeiher the questions peopsked of Jesus or about Jesus
or the questions Jesus himself asked. In reading through the gospels, | have been amazed at
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leading up to Easter, we will focus onastions that get to some core issues of the spiritual life.
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His first question was not about sin or righteousness.
LG & &y Qawn idemtRydZihat oluld come later.

It was not accusatory or hostile.
His first question was an invitation.

| think the question caught the disciples off guatdsus had a habit of doing thaie often
asked questions not to gather information but tetgpeople to think.

As we start this Lenten journey that will lead us all the way to Easter Sunday, we should ask
2dzNE St @Sa GKS &lYS [dzSadAiazyy a2KFG Y L t221A
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(John 1:39). He says the same to us today. Verse 40 says they spent the day with him. That

same invitation is for us too.

Our desires hold great power because they shape our de®¥hgt do you need that only the
Lord can provide?

If we dae to say we are looking for Jesus, he will invite us to come and spend the day with him.

Lord, as we begin this Lenten journey, purify our hearts so that we will not be satisfied with
anything less than you. Amen.



February 14

Who is This Man?

AWho is this man whdqlLueplaks bl asphemi es?"”
Closed minds come in many varieties.

In this case the Pharisees were offended when Jesus forgave the paralytic whose friends lowered
him through the roof. Who does Jesus think he is, claiming the gower f or gi vse si ns?
why they said he was speakibigsphemies.

The Pharisees were closer to the truth than they realizleey reasoned this way:

1. Only God can forgive sins.
2. This man is claiming to do that which only God can do.
3. Obviousy this man is a blasphemer.

The Pharisees are a classic example of the perpetliadigd mind. They are brilliardnalytical,
informed, wellread anchighly-educated, but they have no category big enough for Jesus. As a
healer? Yes. A teacher? Yes. Asesiman? Yes. The Son of God from heaven? No way. They
have no room for that new idea.

They had Jesus in a box, and their box was too small
Ironically, because they saw the issue clearly, they were so close to the truth that they were

actually far away. Bflecting on this story, J. C. Ry{Expository Thoughts on the Gospels
offers the following comment:
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Not hi ng . . . S e esomuch as tohearthte gaspelmeguladlys andh yeta r t

deliberately prefer the service of sin and the world.

He goes on to say that we ought often to
heart, Good Lord, deliver wus. o0

Ironically, to be close to Jes can be dangerous to the stiulve do not move toward Jesus, we
must inevitably move away from hilNo one can stay neutral forever.

If he is a fraud, ignore him.
If he the Son of God, bow down and worship him.

There is no third alternative.
Two thousand years later, the question still hangs in the air. Who is this man?
Our Father, we are faced with a great question, one we must all answer sooner or later.

Open our eyes and hip us see Jesus as he really. idelp us to crown him King of Kings
and Lord of Lords. Amen.

us
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February 15

Why Have You Treated Us Like This?

AWhy have you tr @dake248) us | i ke this?"
AfHeés not safe but heds good. o

Those famous words of C. S. Lewis refer to Aslan, the great lion in the classiglstoljon,

the Witch and the Wardrobe.l t hought of this quote when | r
somewhat disapproving question to Jesus. You remember thelstbrgy s ur e. When Jes
years old, he went with Mary and Joseph to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem. On the way

home, thinking he was with them, they travele

pilgrims. After a threaeday search iderusalem, they found the boy in the temple, talking with

the teachers of the law. When his parents saw him, they were astonished. Flabbergasted would be
more like it. And so Mary voiced the words of mothers everywhere to children who seem

di sobedyehayefiwbu treated us | ike this?0o0

To her it seemed like deliberate disobedeeand an act of rudene3®at would be true if Jesus
were just like otherboys But even though he was a boy thr ot
|l i keo t hem.
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So Mary and Josedbarned, in a very public fashion, what we all have to learn. Jesus is not
predictable nor is he fAsafe, o0 i f you mean t ha

He is always with us, but we do not always experience his presence the same way.
He loves usinconditionally, but that love does not always spare us pain.
He came to serve us, but he does not guarantee our dreams will all come true.

Jesus is not safe but he is good.

Unpredictable goodness may not be what we wanted when we signed up as dis€iplest.o

One writer commented that Athe dealings of
serve him are often very strange. 0 On the o
but he would not be good because any God we made would mfteaivn weakness.

t h
t h

Jesus says to us what he said to his parentHe must be about his Fathe

we donodét understand what he is doing and even

Keep on searching for hirff.we search long enobigwe will find him, but not exactly where we
expected himWe will find him, and probably he will show up in ways that astonish us.

If we doubt his goodness, let us look to the cross and remember what it cost him. He did not take
the fAsafe dydayo t hat bl oo

Kneel at the cross where the Lion became a Lamb that we might be saved.
Lord Jesus, how often we are tempted to doubt your gamess. Forgive us, O Lord. @nt

us new confidence to believe that you know what you are doing even when we feel most lost
and alone. Amen.



February 16

Did No One Condemn You?
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ADi d no one qlma&&0n you?o0

This is the story of the woman caught in adultery. Dradpggdre Jesus by the @wo-righteous
religious leaders, she waits to hear the inevitable verdict.

Stone her!
That 6s what the | aw demands.

But in the end she walks away free and forgiven because when Jesus is finished with the

religious mafia, there was rmme left to accuse her of anything. At one point Jesus stooped to

write something in the dudtlo one really knows what he wro@ome have speculated that he

wrote the names of the girlfriends of the acc
Bible references to verses warning about bearing false witness.

One thing is clear. The men di dimldeyweccaising about
hertotrapJesus She was the fAbait, o not the intended
them by exposing their hypocrisy.

ALet the one without sin cast the first stone

i bed with the words o

y rock scr
one. 0 And ttheénportanbeeof wor d s

i n i n
he first st
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sefe x ami nati on. As the old preachers used to sc:
remember that | 6ve got three pointing back at

Motivesdomatter I n essence Jesus i s saying, odkBef or e
the mirror. Make sure you are morally qualified to put this woman to death. Make sure there is

no malice, no deceit, no trickery, no dishonesty, and make sure you are not guilty of the same
crime yourself. o He i s maicoustydrdecgitfullyhheyaret hat i f
signing their own death warrant.

The order of Christodés words in John 8:11 is v
|l wondt condemn you. 0 Thatds what r ebHenwei ous p
will accept you.o0 Jesus says, dal will forgive
Rel i gion says, fCh a nltguses fear and intimidaltidn to cnake pgeepfan y o u .
measureup Gr ace says, @Al havechangevgauyobi f &low V
change in order to be accepted; we change because we have already been Blotkivtgd.

motivates a new life like grace received into the hdarace does what rules can never do.

The Savior speaks the same words today thatls poke so | ong ago: fANeit!|
Go and sin no more.o

Lord Jesus, they called you t NauarBthefieedrawd of Si

we are the sinnersThank you for mercy that flows like a river from your bloody cross
Glory to your name forever. Amen.

11



February 17
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ADondét you car(Marki4B8) we dr own?0o0

It seemed like a good idea at the time.

After a long day of ministry, Jesus told his disciples to get into a boat so they could go to the
other side of the Sea of Galilee. It was no big deal, especially with seasoned sailors like Andrew
and Peter and James and John on board. A quick trip across the lake, a leisurely ragifttime

and before morning they would be on the other side.

ltdidn 6t exactly work out that way.

12



The key to understanding this story lies in one important question: Whose idea was it to get in
the boat in the first place?

Jesus told them to get in the boat, knowing that the storm was cdtekgew what was about
tohappen, he didnodot try to stop it, he got int
Suddenly a great storm arose, the wind rushing down across the mountains and through the

Arbel, whipping up the waves and causing them to come crashing intoaheAs the water

entered, the disciples furiously tried to bail it out but the water rushed in faster than they could

bail it out. The little fishing boat bobbed like a cork as wave after wave crashed into it. Nothing

could be more terrifying than to be a boat in the blackness of night as it takes on water and

slowly begins to sink.

Finally, the disciples woke Jesus up, asking him a question that to us may seem impertinent, but
it is one we have all asked in moments of desperatidbo n 6t y oau cracven 1d w

Lord Jesus, dondét you care that my child is s
Lord Jesus, dondét you care that my marriage i
Lord Jesus, dondt you care that my friends ha
Lord Jesus, dondét you care that | have no mon
Lor d Jes usrethat bfeelcsd alope@ u ¢ a

Lord Jesus, dondét you care that | want to giwv
Lord Jesus, dondét you care that my husband ha
Lord Jesus, dondét you care that | |l ost my job

We have all asked that question in a million ways a million tiesneverquet i on t he Lor
compassion when things are going well. But Go
circumstances nor is his kindness limited to our understanding. God cares just as much when the
tempest is raging as when the seas are calm and the simng.dHis mercy is not limited to the

sunlight or to the stillness of the waves

When he awoke, Jesus spoke three wdtdB:e a ¢ e , Ehgene fdtersonl offecs this colorful
paraphrase:

AAwake now, he told the widQ@Quitet pi et tdloavnd

Here is good news for todayhe storms of life that buffet us do not happen by chabae

Father sendstheme c ause he i ntends to teach wus things
we read this story, we tend to focus on theante, but the real message comes in verse 41.:
AWho then is this, that even wind and sea obe

Take heart and do not desp&@hrist is Lord over all the storms of lifele sends the storms, and

he rides the waves with you. The Master of the sbg y®ur side. When the time has come, he

will say, APeace, be still!o and the storm wi
glass. Eventually the day will break and the sun will shine again

13



We thank you, Master of the Wind and Waves, that yowontrol the storms of life. Nothing
can touch us without your permission. Increase our faith so that we will trust you when the
waves threaten to overwhelm us. Amen.

14



February 18

Can You Drink the Cup | Drink?

AfiCan you drink (MdrkelO:8up | drink?o0
It wasa strange request.

James and John came to Jesus asking for a special favor. They wanted to be seated next to him
when he comes in his glory.

|l f youdbre going to ask, you might as well go
The two brothers have been roundfiticized for their request. No wonder the other disciples

were indignant when they heard abiyy. 41).But Jesus doesndt rebuke t
audacious questiorHe wants to know if they know what they are asking for.

15



Sometimes our perspective gatbit out of whack and we forget our limitatiodames and John
underestimated the cost of following Christ and they overestimated their own impoftaage

didndot ask for work in the coming Kingdom (wh
askedohy for a place of honor. Seni gheanabhypgnewas t he
except Peter! fiey probably thought the Kingdom was coming soon so they wanted to get their
applications in early. To use a phrase from the college admissions proeegs, twa nt ed fAear |
deci siondo by Jesus. And perhaps they intended
place

Jesus doesnodét turn them dowr adanmneéshmédétdecayndth Fp
Youol I never havet ablpd.ac eNwotf &tonalrl .atHenymer el )
to sit next to me? Fine. Hereds what it wildl
when we pray because we might get what we ask for. James and John assumed their suffering

was over andheir work was done. They were wrong on both counts. Their suffering was still

ahead of them and their work was just starting.

|l tés al most as i f hebés saying, AYou want to b
with me for a few days and youoll see who is
side and a dying thief on dtatdéehe Ramhns havegyot tive . | 6 m
empty crosses. You guys want to make a reseryv
Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, fAWhen Christ call s

Do you want in or not?
We can talk about crowns later.
Lord Jesus, forgiveus for misguided ambition, small dreams, and selfish plans. Grant us

steady hands and stout hearts to follow you even though the road you take always leads to a
cross. Amen.

16



February 19
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ACoul d notenlkead WwWhe @epyes of the blind man have
(John 11:37)

Good question.
Fair question.
Honest question.

Just before Jesus raised Lazarus, some of the Jews raised this question. After all, he clearly loved
Lazarus, and he had alreddye al ed t he man born blind (John 9)
come from the lips of hardened skeptics looking for a reason to discount Jesus altogether. The
people who asked this quexskingppwer.di dndét doubt J

Ifhecangivesigh t o the blind, why couldnét he have h
would have been no funeral with all the attendant sorrow. Then Mary and Martha would not

have mourned their brother. Woul dnonrasing have
him from the dead later?

That brings us back to a detail from earlier in the sitry.et when he heard t hat
sick, he stayed wh e r(lmhnhl6). Fhinkabduttrat fan@moenend ay s 0
Jesus is the Son of God with powehtal the sick, yet when he hears about Lazarus whom he

loved, he did not hurry to heal hit.does not make sense on the surfdfcgou love someone,

and if you can help them, why would you not rush to their aid?

What do we do wi t hGoddoekdmne thiegk differently than vee avould if
17



we were God, but t Jesus staged pvayebecauseche mtenddd oo rapeo i nt .
Lazarus from the deadHe even goes so far as to say to his disciplds, am gl ad | was |
t he@e&onl11l:155To us this may seem call ous and unkir

Erwin Lutzer(The Vanishing Power of Deathp. 106)has a helpful word at this pui

The delays of Deity are not because of insensitivity to our present needs, but because of
greater sensitivity to our ultimate needs.

J. C. Ryle explains what this means in practical terms:

We are all naturally impatient in the day of trial . . . Weyédrthat Christ is too wise a
Physician to make any mistakes. It is the
hand. Do with me as you will, how you will, what you will, and when you will. Not my
will, but yours be donsdobeabl€ towaitkhsit sgllhamcdnot de gr
complain.

Take all your questions, all your doubts, all
be dots on a piece of paper. Then draw a circle around all those dots. That circle represents the
providence of God.

If Jesus had healed Lazarus, that would have been a great miracle. Raising him from the dead
was anevengreateroft@o d 0s del ays are notliwekhnewttawee as Go
can keep believing even while we wait for an answerlthatnot yet come.

You never know when a resurrection is on the way.

Lord Jesus, help us to remember that youdve g
presuming to tell you how to do your wor k. We
Amen.

18
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February 20
How Many Times Shall | Forgive My Brother?

AHow many ti mes s ha?(Matthewfl82l)gi ve my br ot h
Wedve all wondered the same thing.

Peter wanted to know how much guff he had to take off somebody. When do you stop turning
the othercheek?

Everyone has felt that way. You take it and you take it and you take it and the guy does it again
and you say, nlf he does it one more ti me, I 6

So Peter wanted to know how long he had to wait before he could really let thevguiy.
When is it okay to blow your stack?

an answer . He had

But Peter r
hat but it wasnot suc

di
down on him

(@)

dndét wait fo
for saying t

19



forgive amanthreeties and then you could retaliate. So
doubl e that and add one. 0

To be perfectly honest, forgiving a man seven times is commenidaisteof us get frustrated if

we have to forgive someone twice. By human standahds Peter said is enormous. Forgive a

man seven ti mes. Peter didndét mean to offend.
extravagant.

Nice thoughtbut his attitude was wrongle wanted to put a legal limit on forgiveneble

wanted a number, a limig, place where he could finallysay i No mor e Mr . Nice G
Jesus answered himinverse#2t t el |l you, not seven Thatmes, bu
clunk you hear i s Peter dropping over unconsc
sevenThat 6s 490 times. Jesus is saying, fAPeter,
number of times you forgive someone. Forgiven

|l tds not that you sa3y00.0 Qmluy sk9 F Sevent2 @@t o . g a !. «
seven means there is no limit to the number of times we should forgive someone else. By the
ti me youbve forgiven someone 490 times, youobv

The story Jesus told (the parable of the unforgiving servant, v85P8emonstrates that we will

forgive the sins of others against us to the extent that we grasp the magnitude of our sins and

how much God has forgiven ughink of how many sins he has covered for. yfdunk of the

punishment you deserved that did nothhagpn t o0 you because e Godods ¢
who has been f or g (Luke 147) Your willirgness tovfoegeve id in dirdctl e 0
proportion to your remembrance of how much you have been forgiven.

We are great sinners greatly forgiven.
fwe believe that, by Godbébs grace we can forgi-
Our Father, grant that we may discover the freedom that comes from being great forgivers.

Lord, we want to do it but we lack the courage. Show us what we must do and then give us
the strength to do it. We pray in the name of Jesus who forgave all our sins, Amen.

20



February 21
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AWhy do you call me, OLord, (Lukeb6:46) 6 and do
Talk is cheap.

And Jesus wasndamwowds.mpressed by big

He could see the multitudes pressing in around him, and he knew how much they admired him.

They cheered for him, followed him wherever he went, gathered to hear him speak, and they
brought the sick to him and he healed th&hey were amazed by tBen of God even if they
didnét quite knaoaw what to make of him

They even called him ALord."
What could be better than that?

How about doing what he commands?

No sin is trickier than this because this is a sin committed by Christian people, church people
religious types who truly admir eng@doplewhd . I

21
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read Lenten devotionalssuppose the only group more likely to commit this sin wéeld
people who write Lenten devotionals

So | take a look in the mirror drask the Lord to show me the truth about myself. It would be a

pity i f after reading this devotional, we sai
we should say, #Altdés me, itds me, O Lord, sta
ltéos a fine thing to say, #dLord, Lord, 0 in ch
|l tds better to |live so that people know t hat

By the way, Jesus must have been talking to some of his most devoted followers because they
dondét just s afiyL ofirLdo,r dL oor dt,hoe yt hseayway some peopl e
Jesuso or AO God, O God, O Godo or the way so
one Amen is not enough. Nothing wrong with repetition, but you can end up tricking yourself

that way.

Let all Lentendevotionalreadergand devotional writers, for that mattéake this to heartf
youdbre going to talk the talk, youdd better w

Or youbéd be better off not talking at al/l

Lord Jesus, help me to live so that my words and yndeeds are in perfect harmony with
you. Amen.

22



February 22

Why Do You Call Me Good?

AWhy do you c(Mdrkll0:d8e good?0
The question seems odd.
The rich young ruler had just asked Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life, prefacing the

guestion with the title fiGood teacher. o Inste
another question that seems to confuse the issue.

Fromourpoinof view it doesndt seem as i f the quest
fGood teacher, what must(Mdrkl@:r)Atnad itrhh esr iits elteesru
answerf Why do you call m eexcgpd G@od lon&(Marlol0:£8).That g oo d
sat ement has caused some people to think that
good, and you shouldndét <cal |IBurte tghoaotdb sb epcraeucsies e
opposite of what Jesus meansto.dag sus i s taki ngllytTheyowgpmad @Hgood
had called hi m, AGood teacher. o0 He said it as
thinking of the meaning of the word.

Jesus understands that all true goodness ¢co0me
doyoureay know what youodre saying? If | am good i
merely a good person; itéds because | am God i

23



cal l me good?0 hebds asking the quoete?tAndadmn, ADO
you really know what you are saying?o

Only God is infinitely good.
He is the source of all goodness.
By comparison our righteousness is as #fAfilthy

Until you know who God i .sThatybsu oMhly nleevseurs kwmoonvd t
young man get away with wusing the tweoldaisisigood?o
truly God. @mpared to him, we are all miserable sinners.

Martin Luther said we should preach law to the proud and grace toritdéhurhe young man
walked away sorrowful because he had an inflated opinion of his own attainments. His love of
money revealed the darkness in his heart.

Of the three gospel accounts of this story, only Mark recordsésas loved him (v. 21 an
ironic twist, he loved him enough to tell him the truth, knowing that he would walk away.
Sometimes love lets people go so they can come bacikaerad this story and are left
wondering what happened to the young man.

uest i anowkselt s | s edi glehsienof | mportan
nk we are, and compared to Jesus, we

As soon as we lay down our tattered rags, we can be clothed with the righteousness.of Christ
Salvation begins when we confélat God is good and we are not.

That s why he asks us the same question he as
good?0o

Righteous Lord, you and you alone are good. @mpared to you, there is no goodness in me
at all. Thank you for providing all | need now and for eternity. Amen.

24



February 23

Do You Want to Get Well?

~

AnDo You Want @ahnSBHet Wel | 27"

Change is scary.
Sometimes itds easier to stay the way you are

Jesus had come to Jerusalem during one of the yearly feasts. Thafgailgisns came from
throughout | srael. While he was there, he pai
mercy. o0 It was a pool near the Sheep Gate in
(or porches) were built by the poolsAne writer put it, it was the Jewish Lourdes of that day.

The Jews believed that an angel would come and periodically stir the waters. The first person to
enter the water after it had been stirred would be healed of his diseases.

So hundreds of sick ppte gathered around the pool, waiting and hoping for the water to be

stirred. On the day that Jesus passed by, he met a man who had been an invalid for 38 years.
When he found out how | ong the man had been p
wat t o be well ?0

On the surface it seems to be a bizarre question. Why else would the man b®tlverg8e he

wanted to be welWas Jesus insulting his intelligence? No, not atHalwas asking a very

serious question. He was asking because it was entirely possible that the man did not want to get
well.

25



The man answers something |ike this: ADo | wa

you think | 6m hehreer?e .Y oYuo umudsotn 6bte umedwe r st and t he
water is stirred, somebody else beats me to the water. No one will ever help me. They just push

me out of the way. Have you ever heard a sadd
| think Jesus is probing atéhevel of thewilHe 6 s f orcing the man to rec¢
bl ames others for his problems, heoll never ¢
story. AChange I s scary because you ogvhdan comf o
you know ités not good. It takes a | ot of f ai
easier to stay the way you are. o

Jesus is saying, ndDo ylfdhe answerid yesythewrairadles camtakb e ¢ h

place If the answeis no, then even Jesus cannot help you.
Thank you, Lord, for being the Divine Disturber of the Peace. Thank you for not leaving us

as we are. We pray for the courage to be changed by the Holy Spirit. For too long we have
made excuses for the way we ar®Ve truly do want to get well. Heal us, O Lord. Amen.
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February 24

Do You See This Woman?

ADo you see (tukei7gdd) woman?"

This was Simonds fundament al probl em.
He never really saw the woman.

The Bible is very discreet in callingh@ra wo manh ath | i v e dLuke 7:87).nf ul [ i
This is a delicate way of saying she had been a prostg8heemade her living by selling her

body to menShe was a professional and | have no reason to doubt that she was good at what she
did. The shock is that shwould come to the house of a Pharisee. In ordinary times Simon and

this woman would never meet. He would not go near a woman like her; she would not go near a
man like him. They are from opposite ends of the spectrum. Yet strangely, they are thrown
togeher for the same purposehey both want to meet Jesus

Simondés problem is easy to see. He thoiwsght he
a sinner. 0 Jeavasas s$ @sodehangdd\te tenseshneher.life

ASi mon, Ilgmadsuhatyqursee ber as sk@sand not as shis. You think you see her but
you dondt . For years, you knew her one way ¢&

That leads me to this statemeftperson who is never deeply committed to angtbannot

understand somebody who is transformed by Jesus C8imson simply had no category for a
former prostitute whose life has been radically changed by Jesus Christ.
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Il tds strange, I sndét 1t, that t heausedlageait si nner
sinners are more likely to discover that they are sinners.

Your love for the Lord is directly related to your estimate of how greatly you have sinned and

how much he has forgivenyou.t 6 s not how much you stin, but h
matters | f you figure that you are a dAlittle sin
are a Amoderate sinner, o0 then what you need i
you need a Abig Savior .awiAdmrd ot waodd wlo eh ahven a
those who have a fAbi g Mamyvofiuswh®wemw raisdd inthecheachhi m g
struggle precisely at thispoint We dondét | ove Christ very much

we were and what we woulate been if Christ had not found us. When our sin seems small,

our love cannot be very great.

Since we are all sinners and we all stand in need of the grace of God, there is no room for
spiritual pride in the body hmofo sChirbiedtt.er Dh eameald
Awor sed because apart from the grace of God,

Better to be like the repentant prostitute than to be like stgdggious SimonHard truth for us
to hear, but thatdés why this story is in the

Almight y God, you have poured your grace upon us
whether we know it or not. May we never forget what it cost Jesus to forgive our sins. From
pride and from a judgmental spirit, deliver us, O Lord. Amen.
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February 25

Do YouBelieve This?

p— —

Jesas said...

“1 am the resurrection and fhe life. He who believes in me will live.
- even Though Eﬁn nd Whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”

&

e . N s
e

| belieye

John 11:25—28

ADo you be@@aheME6)t hi s?"

Peter Marshall tells the story of a young boy about four years old who had a terminal disease. At

first he di dnot understand his condition, but
andwoul d never again play with his friends. So
to die?0 And she said, ifYes, dear . 0 AMomma, W

The mother ran out of the room to the kitchen and leaned against the refrigeratoydkées
gripped white to keep from crying. She prayed and asked the Lord to give her an answer for her
son. Suddenly, an idea came and she went back in his room and sat down on the bed

ATi mmy, do you remember how yonyougasneidsideat pl ay
night you were so tired you just fell down on the couch and slept? In the morning you woke up in
your own bed and you wondered how you got there. During the night your father would pick you
up and carry you to your own bed. o
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A T h a habdeathws like. One night you lie down and go to sleep and in the middle of the night
your Heavenly Father comes and picks you up and carries you to your own bed. In the morning
when you wake up, youbre in your own room in

The little boy smild and noddedSeveral weeks later he died peacefuliyn at 6 s what deat
like for the Christan Sat anés hold is broken. The fear i s

It s a wonderful thing to be a Christian and t
death is not thend but the beginning. Jesusséid, am t he resurrection an
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will

ne v e r (Jotn 1&:2826a). Then he added these words that we often overfiobko vy o u

bel i ev @ohh hli26b)? Since truth must always become personal, let me ask you six

guestions.

1. Do you believe with all your heart that Jesus Christ is the Son of God who came from heaven
to live on this earth 2000 years ago?

2. Do you believe it when he died on the Cross, he died in your place, bearing your
punishment, and paying for your sins?

3. Do you believe than on Easter Sunday morning, he literally, physically, bodily rose from the
dead never to die again?

4. Do you believe that Jesusigw seated at the right hand of God the Father?

5. Do you believe that Jesus is truly the resurrection and the life and that he is able to remove the
terror of death for those who trust him?

6. Are you willing to stake your life on your answers to thet five questions?

| encourage you to read each question and then answer out loud.

Jesus is the resurrection and the lifée has a question for you today.

Do you believe this?

Lord Jesus, what would we do without you? Where could we go but to the Lord?ou alone
have the words of eternal life. On Christ the solid rock | stand, all other ground is sinking

sand. Thank you for a hope more solid than Gibraltar, a hope that goes beyond the grave.
Amen.
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February 26

2 Kg [/ 2dzx RYyQi 2 S 5N

AWhgygoul dnét we (MarkB:28g it out ?0

What an embarrassment!

So youbre a disciple o
t

Youbve seen Jesus do
work.

Chri st a
t

f d a man brin
hat very i

n
hing so you t

Nothing happens.
The boy remains enslaved to the demonic spirit.

How do you finesse that situation?
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Then Jesus comes and casts out the demon and the boy is immediately and completely healed.
|l tds good news for the bosmenafargoubnd the othart her , bu
disciples.

What happened?

(@)

|l tds easier to dismiss wrong answer s.

|l tds not because they didndt try.
|l tds not because they used the wrong words.
|l tds not because they acted out of bad motive

Why did they fail so miserably wheeslus healed the boy instantliffe question answers itself
Their failure was absolutely necessary so that they might learn to depend on Jesus completely.

When he challenges them to grow in faith, he
i Ha v &in meas the Sovereign Lord who has absolute power over all the forces of

darkness. 0 Strange as it may seem to us, thei
spiritual growthNow t hey know t hat heal i ngAllhealingpt about

comes from the Lord so they must be completely dependent upon him. In themselves they could
not heal anyone.

Mark 9:29 adds a second factor to the equafiom,hi s ki nd can come out on
Some ancient manuscr iymdtsatvictdribs imtlaersmrituél eealmwiln g, 0 s
not come quickly or easily or without personal commitm®fiat costs little accomplishes little

What costs much accomplishes mukiC. Ryle has a helpful word at this point:

We see inthese versesthatSan 6 s ki ngdom i s not to be pul
and pains. This seems to be the lesson of the verse which concludes the passage we are

now considering Thi s kind goes not out but by pray
the disciples appears lb@ implied in the words. Perhaps they had been too much lifted

up by past successes. Perhaps they had been less careful in the use of means in their
Masterds absence, than they were under the
plain hint from our lord, that the warfare against Satan must never be lightly carried on.

They are warned that no victories are to be won easily over the prince of this world.

Without fervent prayer, and diligent seffortification, they would often meet with

failure and defat.

Our Lord intended this embarrassing lesson as a warning against taking spiritual warfare lightly.
We must | earn to depend on Christ completely
kinddo cast out .

Great victories for Christ will not be wdyy halfhearted effort.

Sovereign Lord, we thank you for our failures for out of them we learn anew the limits of
our own strength. Thank you for letting us fail again and again that we might learn to trust
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you completely. Grant us the spirit of unrelentng prayer to enter into the spiritual battles
before us. Amen.

33



February 27

Lay Qi ¢KAA GKS /I N

Al sndét this (Mark63carpenter ?"
Call this Josh McDowell in reverse.
Over 30 years ago Josh McDowell wrddere Than a Carpenter, a megabestseller with more

than 10 million copies in print worldwid&he title tells the wholestary J esus was i ndee
than a carpenter. o

The peoplewhoaskeddoday 6s question could have written
After all, they were from Nazareth, the small town in Galilee where Jesus grew up. Recent
discoveries suggest that far from being an important city, Nazareth was probably a village
conssting of no more than 50 homes. Jesus grew up in a small town in a forgotten corner of the
Roman Empire, raised by godly parents of modest means, living among people who knew him
very well.

And thatos part of the probl em.
They knew him too well.
Theykrew him so well that they didndét know him a

They coul dndét conceive of Jesus as being anyt
their village They knew he learned carpentry from his father. When they heard about his
miracles and his teachiragnd his growing popularity, the people of Nazareth were offended.

They had Jesus in a box.
And they didnoét I|ike it when he didndot stay i
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People still have problems with Jesus tadHyey like him as a teacher or a moral example.
They are pleasd to put him in the pantheon of great religious leaders. They may even say that he
was a prophet of God.

But not the Son of God. Thatdés not possible b
of the Universe to whom we owe honor and praisedivide worship.

The Bible never presents us with a ficafeteri a
his miracles or accept his death but deny his
him but | will not worship him.o

Thefinaltragdy i s to know Jesus s o0 .Weimdstnotmakethay ou do
mistake or we will be as guilty as the people of Nazareth who did not know that they had lived
next door to the Savior of the world.

Open my eyes, Lord, to see you as youea my Savior and my God. And seeing you, grant
me faith to believe, a heart to obey, and a ready voice to tell others about you. Amen.

35



February 28

Who Sinned?

AWho sinned, this man or hi gJoqm&Rent s, that he
|l tds la gqae siriaon, 1 sndt it?

When a disaster happens, we want to know why. Why Haiti and not Jamaica? Why Chile and not
Brazil? Or why did this man get cancer and hi
and one sur vi ved Imlnsichse thetghestionisvargfocusdtien thed t ?

disciples saw a man born blind, they assumed that someone must have sinned.

So was it his parents?
Or was it the man himself?

The disciples are hafight and mostly wrong in their thinking. They dralf-right that someone
sinned, but t ha tinofitse oneneoohis paventsy Al thad tley never sinned at
all, but Jesus means that the mands blindness
committed. In the larger biblical perspectiitegll goes back to Adam whose sin brought untold

misery to the world and caused the whole creation to groan under a burden of judgment that

started in Eden and continues to this day.

Where there is no sin, there is no blindness.
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Jesus explained that ghinan was born blind in orderthiat he wor k of God mi ght
di spl ay e d (Johm9:3)This melans tha the man was born blind so that at the right

moment Jesus could display his divine power by healingWencan only see this truth in

retrospect Pr esumably the blind man didndét have an
his sight. When he woke up that morning, he awoke to the same darkness he had known all his

life. Little did he know that his life was about to change forever.

This questia leads us to a warning and to a reminder and then to a great encouragement. The

warning is, dondot presume to know what only G
gets cancer or why someone dies or why an earthquake hits here and not there puts us on
dangerous ground. Those things are part of th

The reminder is, because we live in asimsed world, we will never be free of suffering and
death until sin itself has been decisively removed by God. That day will come agen J

returns, but until then we can expect to deal with suffering in one way or another as long as we
live.

The encouragement is, you never know when or how the Lord himself may break into your life
with transforming power. | have several friends who stithomente e d such a fAbr eak
from the Lord. | feel no hesitation in praying for that to hapf@avereign grace means God can

do it any time he chooses, and because it is
it, and inetacwvewetwondatd dhatdés what grace is
God of light, you see me even when | donét se

forward seems filled with darkness. Thank you for using my trials as a means of showing
forth your grace. Be glorified in me and through me today, Amen.
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March 1

Why Does He Eat With Sinners?

AWhy does your teacher eat (WMatthéw9tlBHx col |l ector
Evidently Jesus hung out with a bad crowd.

We know that because the supeligious types found offensive. One translation catches the
flavor this way:

AWhy does your teach@NLT)eat with such scum?0
There are many ways to answer that question . . . .

Because he loved them.

Because they knew he cared for them.

Because he knewscumhey werenodt really

And maybe this is the deepest reason . . .

Because the professional religionists wanted nothing to do with him. Prostitutes and tax
collectors got along just fine with Jesus because he knew what they were and he loved them
anyway. He enjoyed theiompany, laughed with them, listened to them, and made himself

available to them.
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As for the religious types, they viewed Jesus as a nuisance at best and as a threat at worst.
Eventually they would conspire to put him to de&tlthe meantime they treatbdn with low-

grade hostility. Thatos why they peppered his
they had to trip him up.

ltdéds not that Jesus didndét | ove the Pharisees
di dndt want hhim. SO pesspedt timeiwithehose who welcomed hasus
explained all this in terms that the Pharisees probably missed altogether:

Al't 1 s not those who are healthy who need a p
come to call the righteous, butisners" (Mark 2:17).

I f a man thinks he is healthy, he wondt go to
the inside. As |l ong as he denies his probl em,
to help those who know they need help.

The first step in getting well is to admit you have a problemT hat 6 s why Jesus hul
the wrong crowd. He always gets along well with people who know they need him.

Purge from my heart, Gracious Lord, tlhoe tende
be ashamed of you or of the people you came to save. Amen.
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March 2

Where Are the Nine?

AWhere ar e(Ltkb¥:1Hi ne?0
Jesus asks three questions.

1. Were there not ten healed? Yes.
2. Where are the other nine? Gone.
3. Is there no one here but this foreigner? No one.

If you listen carefully, you can hear surprise, shock, and most of all sadesss.wanted to

know about the others Wher e are they? Werenodot they heal e
say AThank You"?

It s a good question. Why didndét they come bac

0 Perhaps they were in a hurry to see the priest.

0 Perhaps they thought Jesus was gone.

0 Perhaps they assumed Jesus knew how grateful they were.
0 Perhaps they were too busy.

So where are they now?
Gone off wit their blessings.
Gone to see the priest.

Gone to see their families.
Gone with no word of thanks to Jesus.
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The question remains: Where are the nine? The
children who eat their fill and then run frateedinnert ab |l e wi t hout a word of
full now. Letés go out and play. o

Those raised in the church often do the same tlidegause we have so little sense of what God
has done for us, we donét | ove the Lord very

We go through | ife saying, fAWhat have you don
only you knew. 0

Ten men were healed that day, but only one came back to give thanks. Are you living with the
nine or with the one? Far too many of us takelbdessings for granted and groan about duties.
Does that sound |li ke you? It doesndét have to

Praise is a choice. No one is forced into bitternéss.choose the way you livEhe one who
returned to give thanks chose not to forget what Jesuddrae for him.

When you bring your requests to the Lord today, ask him for the gift of a grateful heart.
Open our eyes, Lord, because we are so blind to your goodness. We take so much for
granted and forget that you are the source of all our blessingBeliver us from the sin of

ingratitude. Number us not among the nine but with the one who came back give thanks to
you. Amen.
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March 3

Who Then Can Be Saved?

s
The answer is simple, really.
Apart from God no onean be saved.
Thatdéds the whole point of the camel through t

explain this by saying that the eye of the needle represents some kind of tiny passageway into the
city of Jerusalem where you had to kneel dowgddhroughitd dondét think thato
means at allWhen he says the eye of a needle, he means the eye of a needle. Like the needle

you do sewing with. When he says camel, he means a great big old smelly, ugly camel that you

ri de acr oseokataamalandteereye.of aimeedle. It is easier to get a big ugly

camel through the eye of the needle than for
Why? Because rich people trust in theirriches. 6s easy for a poor perso
poor person says, fAlf Jesus doesndt come thro
doesndét come through for me, thatdés okay. 1 06v
| 6ve gootn smy lobpvtei got my gol den parachut e. | 6ve
through, it doesné6t matter. |l 6m taking care o
It is impossible, Jesus says, for a rich man to be saved. Which leads to a very logical question:
AWho t hesavealh@dnsvercomesinverse®Wi t h man this is i mp

with God al | t hHereigthe gaod mewspobtise gaspigler rickbpeople can be
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saved if they will give up their trust in their richd8he richest people on earth dasaved, but
theydve got to stop trusting in their riches
alone.

Whenever you stop trusting in money and the things that money can buy and turn your life over
to Jesus Christ, then and only thefl wour heart be satisfied.

The one thing you lack, God offers to you right nei& offers you forgiveness and a brarev
life. The one thing you need is yours for the asking. If you have discovered that having it all is
not enough, then please considerset hi ng t hat money canodt buy.

Would you like alifet r ansf or mi ng rel ationship with Jesus
your heart to him and he will come in.

Father, you promised bread for the hungry and rest for the weary. May those who hunger

be filled with the Bread of Life. And may the weary find the rest that only Jesus can give.

Forgive us for loving money so much that we have no room for you. Grant that we might

reali ze our deepest need so that ckhdesusan prov
name, Amen.
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March 4

Why Did You Doubt?

AWhy Did Y o(Mattizold:Bl) ? 0

~

When Jesus says, fACome, 0 youdd better come.
When he says, AWalk, o youbéd better wal k.
Il n Peterds case, he was safer out on the wate

Peter could do was to get out of the boat. Once Peter was fully on the water, he turns to walk
toward Jesus. Everything goes fine until Peter notices dnm stll around himRemember, the
storm has never stoppeuring all this commotion, the rain has been coming down in sheets.
Behind him the little fishing boat bobs on the roiling waves.
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Matthew tellsusthadi when he saw t he Wwi3d).Butthdhvendwasstheraf r ai d.
allalong The storm has been r asgpwhenJesus begilsavalking . | t €
on the waterJesus comes to them in the midst of the stdgrording to verse 32, the wind

doesndét di e dowenr ugnetti Ii nJ etshues baonadt .Peltt 6 s not ea
the middle of the night, when the raging storm of fear threatens to overwhelm you. This text

reminds us that not only does Christ control the storm, and not only does he send the storm, he
reveals himself in the midst of the storm. Very often our purest vision of Christ comes when the
storms of life threaten to capsize the tiny boat of our faith. What do we do then?

Pray for Aconcentrating faith.o
Focus on Jesus.
Fix your eyes on the Son of God

What happened to Peter can happen to any dfaisa brief moment, he forgets about Jesus and
remembers who he is and where he is. When he lost his concentration on Jesus, he began to sink.

As he goes down into the water, he prays one of the shpréggtrs inthe Biblei Lor d, s ave
mel!(ov. 30) When you are sinking you donét have
about 1t, youdll drown before you get to the
Jesus reached out his haarttl caught him. His words to Peter are very imporfa.ou of | i tt
faith, why d({iMatytohuew oludb:tPD) . I n our English ve
comes out to four words. But i nfaihteh Gomletkoddes

a nickname. JestF:aidadl ibeadi Lhhdgttdvre yi Idii tdt lyeu doubt

When Jesus caFhetdhPét e iwhst hbe rebuking Pete

for trusting too little Do you see the difference®esusisnotsaying A Pet er , you shou
stayed in the boat. o To the contrary, Jesus i
on me, you could have walked across the Atl an

Keep your eyes on Jesus and odayt on the storm.
Heavenly Father, forgive us for trusting you too little. Shake us loose from the security of

staying in the boat. Help us to walk on the waters of faith because we believe that Jesus will
hold us up. Amen.
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March 5

To Whom Shall We Go?

ALotd, whom s h@dhh668e go?0
Jesus is too much for some people.

Sometimes the words of Jesus seem too strong, his demands too strict, his sayings too mysterious
tounderstanomet i mes t he problem is simpl wod hat Je.
than we are willing to give

In this case Jesus has just revealed that he is the true Bread of Heaven, the only source of eternal
life. Then our Lord applies the truth using a startling word picture:

AWhoever eats my f | esh rralife, add willvdise hinmup atthe o o d h a
| ast (Joha &53).

When the people heard this, theys@idi hi s 1 s a @ehn &60)Bu iaisdnly hmag O

if you think on the physical plane J esus means that when you trus
breado and Aliving watero to your soul. You c
need of your life.

At this point many of the disciples turned away, proving that they had no real understanding at
all.

When Jesus asks his inner circle if they will leave, Peter replie§, To whom shall we
You have the wor(dobn6ib8). Hs brave woeds melan sbrneething like this:
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AA |l ong time ago we began to follow you. Weov
frighten uvenebkeeseen anytikinglike ibbefore. You say things that blow our

mi nds You dondét mind offending powerful peop
before Wedbve | ooked at the alternatives, and
do what you do. We know you are the Holy One
sticking with you all the way to the end. o

Ray Stedman offers this summation of what a true Christian thinks of Jesus:

Al n Christ we have a efl;ahleghattcinaeverdsa never b
righteousness that can never be tarnished; a peace that can never be understood; a rest

that can never be disturbed; a joy that can never be diminished; a hope that can never be
disappointed; a glory that can never be cealida light that can never be darkened; a

happiness that can never be interrupted; a strength that can never be enfeebled; a purity

that can never be defiled; a beauty that can never be marred; a wisdom that can never be
baffled; and resources thatcaneev be exhausted. 0

If that is trué and it i$ how could a Christian ever go anywhere else?
Let the world think whatitwil Jesus is Lor d! By Goddés grace,
Lord Jesus, you are the one and only Savior of the WorldNo onecan compare to you. You

alone are the exalted Lord of heaven and earth. We will not leave you because our hearts
are fully satisfied in you. May we by grace remain faithful to you now and forever. Amen.
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March 6

How Do You Know Me?

AHow do you(Jénb48) me?"
Little things mean a lot.

Nat hanael couldndét figure out how Jesus knew
knew nothing at all about Jesus. Though he had no opinion about Jesus, Jesus had a high opinion
of him,sayingiHer e i s a true | sraelal $£®ni4v)Thaedst her
high praise coming from Jesus who could spot hypocrisy a milg. &@ce he was the Son of

God, distance didndét matter. He knew a hypoecr
official.)

Evidently Nathanael was a true bekevamong the ancient Israelites, a man patiently waiting for

the coming of the Messiah. But how would he recognize him? In that day, as in our own day,

there were many spiritual counterfeits. How could Nathanael know? Or how would the Messiah
make himselknown?

The answer is not hard to find.
Jesus revealed his divine knowledge of all things to Nathanael.

il saw you while you were still @(ahdled8). t he f i g
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Nathanael immediately comes to the proper conclugidR:a bylou are the Son of God; you
are the King of Israel" (John 1:49). ImagineJ esus smiling a bit as he
eager profession of faith. Here is hoWwe Message ender s JesusO0 answer:

AYoubOve become a beli ever nsdaygittinggunderctteéiguse | s a
tree? You havendt seen anything yet! Before 't
and Gododés angels descending to([Jdahhme56%on of Man

God bless Nathanadrhough his faith was imperfeck lnested it on the right object, the Lord

Jesus Christ And Jesus says to him, AYou will see g
hi mself iIis the one true way to God. He i s the
who enters through him Wibe saved forever.

So we see in this story Jesus commends the simple faith of an honorable man and then uses that
Ateachable momento to reveal enormous spiritu
understood.

How good of our Lord to meetuswelr e we are. He doesnd6t require

in order to st aAllbeasksisthabivee tristhens Wsat owd . dondt kn
will teach us. What we need to know, we can learn from him. Here is hope for everyone who
feelsunwo t hy and unqualified to become a Christia
inches from hel]l heading toward heaven than s
Direction makes all the differenc€hough a man live surrounded by darkness, i§velling to

follow the light of Christ, that light will shine in his heart.

Jesus never turns anyone away who truly wants to find him.
Lord Jesus, you know us as we are, and we cannot hide the truth from you. Thank you for

reaching out to us and invitng us to come to you. Give us honest hearts to seek you and a
deep desire to trust you more and more. Amen.
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March 7

Whose Wife Will She Be?

AAt the resurrection whose wife wil Kukehe be,
20:33)

Talk about aun of bad luck.

A woman marries a man who dies leaving her with no children to carry on the family name. So
along comes the younger brother who marries her and then dies leaving her with no children.
Then another brother and another one and anothdrshathas married all seven brothers who

all managed to die leaving her childless.

And the natural question is, whose wife will she be in the resurrection?

Hard not laugh out loud when you read that story, which is exactly the point the Sadducees
wished tomake.They concocted a ridiculous example to show the absurdity (to them) of the
whole idea of a resurrection of the dead

But Jesus turns the tables on them by saying,
think the next age will be nothingbu a conti nuati on of this age. E
govern this age don6ét govern the next age. o0

Jesus then goes to the deeper point that God is not the God of the dead but of the living (Luke
20:38). He adds a wonderful phraBel- o r t o hlivelt Haré we have the trath

underlying the Christian belief in the resurrection of the déadl. will raise the dead because

he cannot fail to keep his promise He who call s himself Athe God
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his people in the grave. Our hofoe the future rests not in science, not in speculation, not in
some proof text, but in the character of God himself!

If you want to know the truth about life after death, there are only two ways to be sure:

1) See for yourselfAll of us will do that evatually.
2) Take the testimony of someone who knows.

This is where the words of Jesus take ondifangingpower He 6 s been t here, he
realm of death, he experienced it fully, he was as dead as anyone has ever been. On the third day

he came bdcfrom the dead, never to die again. We have the authoritative word of the Son of

God who emerged from the grave with the keys of death and Hades in his hand. Because of

Jesus, we are not left to wonder what happens when we die. Death cannot change our

relationship with God because he is not the God of the dead but of the living.

Those who know Jesus have entered into a relationship that even death cannOusdage
for the future is as secure as the promises of. Godthe Christian, death is noetknd but the
beginning of life forever with the Lord.

Lord Jesus, you have defeated death once and for all. We look forward that wonderful day

when the dead in Christ will rise immortal and incorruptible. Even so, Come, Lord Jesus.
Amen.
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March 8

Who Touched Me?

i Who t ouc (fLakd8:4%)e ? O
It seems like an absurd question.

With so many people pressing in upon Jesus, how could anyone know who touch&dthim?
many people wanting to be near him, it could have been any man or any woman in the crowd
But the Master knew that someone had touched the edge of his garment and at that moment a
mighty miracle had occurred. A woman with a serious blood disorder had been instantly cured.

This woman had taken a real chance by touching Jesus. Accordinddw tmer touch could
make Jesus uncleaBecause he was the Son of God, his power of healing overcame her
uncleannessBut she did not know that when she touched him.

What a crucial point this i©ur Lord Jesus was not ashamed to be touched by the batuac

and he was not embarrassed to be publicly identified with the outcasts of this Merds at

home with sinners, he ate supper with gluttons and drunkards, he welcomed the prostitutes, he
touched the lepers, and he is not ashamed to be toucladumglean person.

Not ashamed? No, not at all. Delighted, | think, and glad to identify himself with her. Delighted

that she had the courage to reach out and glad that he could hédahhér. he di dndt car e
knew aboutit No, t hat 6 sh. Hewantedtherwbote growal todknow what he had
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done.

Why is this so important? Because WwWntldesusoLo
eyes, everyone is touchabléhank God, tare are no hopeless cases with.h

As he walked down a crowdstreet, hundreds of hands reached out to him. Yet hinéethin,
sickly hand of faithHe felt it! He felt her touch . . . He stopped . . . He turned . . . He spoke to
her.

He was not offended or angry at her. Nor was he too busy or too tired to Wathber. Think
of it. He whom all the forces of hell could not stop was diverted by the touch of a sickly hand!
This woman did by her touch what Satan himself could not do. Shgestdesus in his tracks.

He spoke to her as if she were the only pemdhe crowd. When he turned, it was just Jesus
and her. No one else mattered.

We do not have a stoic, uncaring Chrisbr do we have a preoccupied Christ who is too busy to
notice our problems. He is the sensitive Jesus who dsy/the writers a y se]s oui deepest
woe. O

He loves you as if there weoaly one person in all the universe to love. He hears you as if you
were the only one speaking to him. He attends to your needs as if yours were the only needs in
all the universe. What a Christ!

lordJesus, as you were not too busy to feel the
edge of your garment, hear us when we call out to you. Though we are weak, you are

strong and mighty to save. Thank you for responding to the touch of our feeble faith.

Amen.
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March 9

Who Do You Say That | Am?

AWho do you s éwtthéewhl&15) I am?o0
It all comes down to this eventually.

In the Greek text the worgbuhas an enormous stress. In fact, the wandreally goesat the

first of the sent enc eyouwhahave ®lloveed mdahd hdvelshowsr i s s
me from the beginning, whodmus ay t hat | am?o6 It is the great
it is one which every person must eventually answer.

Whenever there was a question, Peter would alwaykéfirst one to answer. M¢n Peter

answers here, he is not speaking simply for himself, but for all the disciples. His answer is very,

very specifici You ar e the Chri st , (Mbatbhew36l6)intheé Greek e Li vi
the word Athed is repeated four times. You <co
Son of the God, the Living One. o0 Peter was sa
sent to save us and you arethe SonafGd r om heaven. 0 Hverythng short a
necessary for salvation is included in that statement

|l think some people would read that statement
that, too. 0 Sure, ChriandassyevédvNXypywhare woel €
t he Li v ButBeteGwaglthedirst person in human history ever to say it out Andlhe

said it when few were with Jesus and many were against him. He deserves all the credit, for

without his confession tihe would be no Christian church.
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Does it matter what we believe? These are the words of C. S. LewisigdrnokMere
Christianity :

| am trying herdo prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say
about Him: Al dm ready to accept Jesus as a
claim to be God. o6 That is the one thing we
and said theort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either

be a lunatid on the level with the man who says he is a poached egglse he would

be the Devil of hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of

God or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit

at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.

But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human

teacler. He has not left that open to ke did not intend to

To be almost right about Jesus is to be totally wrong. VBegause we are not saved by good
opinions about Jesu¥Ve not saved because we have a good feeling about Jesus. We are not
saved becausee like his moral teaching. That is not enough. Close only counts in horseshoes
and hand grenades. If you almogiht about Jesus, you are really totally wrong.

Does it matter what we believe about Jesus? Yes, it does. The truth about Jesus isaghesdiffer
between heaven and hell.

Jesudhas a question foryoutoday.6s t he same one he asked 2000
AWho do you say that | am?o
Our God and Father, we gladly take our place with the confessing church around the

world. We believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living God. May we never be
ashamed of him and never be ashamed to make that confession. Amen.
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March 10

Who is My Mother?

AWho i s my mother ? WMatthewd2e48)my br ot her s?"

Sometimes Jesus coulcese rude.
Or maybe blunt would be a better word.

But perhaps we have not understood him corredtgus stood in a dual relationship to his

mother Mary and to his earthly brothers and sisters. They were indeed part of his earthly family.

He never denied them or disowned them, and he never treated them unkindly. But he never

forgot the greater priogtof the spiritual over the physical. Thus he could say of his disciples,
AHere are my mot h dMatthewl®?:49Andbormakie Bueereveryone
understood his point, he added ttteisewh o do t he Fat her 6s will are
50).

We see this same truth stated another way in Matthew 1:86o ur wor st enemi es
your own family" (CEV). The Messageffers this paraphrase of the surrounding context:

Dondét think | 6ve come t oo makkashdrpkifecutc ozy . I
between son and father, daughter and mother, bride and mothen-lawd cut

through these cozy domestic arrangements and free you for God. Wialleaning

family members can be your worst enemies. If you prefer father or mother over me,
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you dondémedelsferyeu prefer son or daughter
(Matthew 10:3437).

The truth about Jesus cuts both walisus one brother believes, another rejects. A father follow
Jesus, a mother goes her own way. Twin sisters part ways over the gjbsget.has ever been,
and thus it is today.

There is sad news and good news in this questioa sad news is that some of our closest

friends and relatives will not understand why we believe in Jesus. Some may be openly hostile to

us. Converts from laim often experience this truth in very personal terms. Following Jesus

wonoét make you popular in many parts of the w

But the good news is better than the bad n&sen we come to Christ, we become part of a
worldwide fellowship of believers that stches to every corner of the globehds been my joy

over the last 3Qears to see God expand my own horizons in this breae discovered to my
delight that God has his people scattered in some very unusual.pfacks have learned that

there aranany different ways to worship God in spirit and in truth. I learned to do a little

worship dance at the YWAM base in Belize. | stood with John Sergey and obs&ussian
Orthodox liturgy in St. Petersburg, Russia. | clapped and cheered with entbud&@stn

believers during an evangelistic campaign. | have preached in an evangelical church on the banks
of the Volga River and joined in worship with a Messianic congregation in Jerusalem. | took my
shoes off so | could preach at a church in Bangkokjldind, and | joined with youth leaders

from Latvia, Slovenia, Romania, Slovakia, Poland and the Czech Republic as we worshiped the
Lord together.

Everyone who belongs to Jesus belongs to me because we are joined together by faith in him
Jesus unites iane body the vast diversity of true Christians from every tribe, nation, language
and people group. One day we will join in united worship around the throne of God (Revelation
7:9-10). Even today we get a foretaste as we worship the Lord together.

Godhaa great big family, Dbigger than any of hayv

brothers and sisters all over the worl d. 't 6s
Lord Jesus, forgive us for our limited vision of your global familyWh en we f eel I i ke

alone in the world, remind us of our brothers and sisters in every nation. Open our eyes to
see that everyone who belongs to you belongs to us too. Amen.
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March 11

Who Gave You This Authority?

AWho gave you (Mhatthew2E2Bt hori ty?0o
Religious types are always big on authority issues.

Who are you?

Where did you come from?

Who gave you the right to teach here?

What school did you attend?

Where is your diploma?

Why didndét you ask us for permission?
Who do you think you &, anyway?

The religious gatekeepers felt profoundly thr
their categoriesFirst, he came from Nazareth and not from Jerusalem. Second, he came from a
poor family. Third, h er eddiednntéita | hsa.v eF otuhret hr,i ghhet d
regard formamade rul es. Fifth, he didndét quote an e
sermons. Sixth, he stirred up the countryside with his miracles. Seventh, he just seemed like a
troublemaker. The throngbkat greeted his entrance into Jerusalem proved that he was a public
menace and a disturber of the peace.
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And of course youbve got to get rid or troubl
of paranoid thinking led eventually to the plokith Jesus.

Il tés fascinating that the Jewish | eaders dono
was nothing to attack. So they go after his authofitxat same attack has been made many times
since then

The same charge has often been eraghinst the servants of God, when they have

striven to check the progress of ecclesiastical corruption. It is the old engine by which the
children of this world have often labored to stop the progress of revivals and
reformations. .. Toomanycarenathy f or t he mani fest bl essin
so long as he is not sent forth by their own sect or party. (J. C. Ryle)

It has always been this way, that the powers that be are threatened by those who work outside the
established lines of authority. 8@ should not be surprised when it happens in our day.

Note that our Lord answered this attacking qu
baptism (Matthew 21:225).He thus put the religious leaders on the horns of a dilendinay

c o u | d otdahn witopt angering the people who loved him. But if they accept John, why

not accept the One he came to announce? Jesus
were cowards. They feared the crowaple. and t hey

Where did his authority come from? Since Jesus was sent by the Father, his authority came from
God. Thatodés why he didndét have to appeal to h
He spoke the truth because he is the truth (John 14:6). Allraytimoheaven and on earth is

vested in him (Matthew 28:18).

To this day religious types still have proble
But never mind thenAs Jesus himself saidl,Heaven and earth wil/ pass
will never pass away"(Matthew 24:35).

Jesuss the Final Authority.

Sovereign Lord,you are the still point in our turning world and the solid rock beneath our

feet. We trust in you, and we will not be moved. When the kingdoms of this earth have
crumbled to dust, your words will still be true. Amen.
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March 12

Do You Love Me?

ADo You L Qohe21i¥A.? 0
Several questions come to mind as we read this passage (Johi2j1:15

Why did Jesus ask Peter three times, fADo you
Because Peteatenied him three times.

Why did he do this publicly? Because Peter denied him publicly. The other disciples needed to
hear Peter openly declare his love for Christ. Without hearing those words, the doubts would
linger forever.

The man who had been soastful, so sure of himself, so confident of his own courage, is now
thoroughly humbl edfiDal eysauss 61 dviea sme (muiEfseastohnan t F
subtle reminder of his previous boast to be more loyal than the other disciples (Matthew 26:33).

In his reply Peter declares his love for Christ, but he refuses to compare himself with anyone

else. As painful as this was, it was absolutely neces¥asys is cleaning the wound so that it

might be properly healed He i s get t i ng shamedy dedlingfvihtiteperdys g ui |

Consider what Christ doesndét do. He doesnodot t
publicly. He doesndét ask hHm, ddbAsedyomagker hym
to do betterHe justasksonegqus t i on: fiDo you | ove me?0

Once we have hurt someone we love, it is hard to look them in the face and it is harder still to be
guestioned about our true commitment. AHow co
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thinking? Do vy o uButheguestidn®must benaskedaand thee bnsves must be
given And they must be repeated if the truth is to be fully told.

There are three qualifications for those who would serve the Lord:

The first is love.
The second is love.
The third is love.

First we low, then we serve.

First we love, then we speak.

First we love, then we lead.

When Christ asks the question the thALoddf i me,
you know &l1lF). Withthosegverds Peter renounces all his-selifidence On that

fatef ul night in the Upper Room, he thought h
sure. He doesnodot even trust his own heart; in
This is a mighty step forward in Christian growth slti great advance to come to the place

where you can say with ¢ onyviSontetimeswe haveMyhitt r ust
bottom and hit it hard before we can say those words

No doubt Peter loved Jesus more after his fall than before. Now®likethe one who has
experienced Godébés grace firsthand.

| love you, Lord Jesus, but not as | ought. Purge from my heart all pride and grant me a

good memory of my past so that | might love you more when | remember how much you
have loved me and forgien all my sins. Amen.
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March 13

What Is That To You?

FOLLOW ME

AWhat i s t@@n2lR2) you?o

Years ago | heard Dr. Vernon Grounds, longtime president of Denver Seminary, share a story

from a time in his early ministry when he was bring harshly créitifor some stands he had

taken. The men criticizing him felt he should have been stronger or stated things more forcefully

or done things a different wayhey were so vocal that he could not ignore thewentually he

became angry and discouraged. ThHenltord impressed upon his heart the passage in John

21:2022 where Peter, evidently feeling a bit of apostolic competition, asks the Lord what will
happen to the Apostle John.fAiHferlk want hlei mot o 01

alive until I r eturn, what is that to you? You must followme."l t 6 s a pol i te way c
AnWhat happens to John is none of your busines
phrase thisway, Fol | ow t hou me. 0

Dr. Grounds said the Lord used those three words to set him free.

AFoll ow me, and dondét worry about anyone el se
AFol |l ow me, and I6II take care of the others.
AFoll ow me, and youdll have plenty to do

Here is our calling put simply:
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Feed Gododés sheep.
Be faithful.
Follow Jesus.

If we do that, we are successful already, and when our work is done, we will discover that the
Lord made more of what we did than we knew while we were on the earth. The applause of
heaven will wel c o me ywsugccessthateeally mattets. t hat 6s t he o

Lord Jesus, we pray to be delivered from oudesperate need to compare ourselves to
others. Grant us asingle-minded devotion to follow wherever you lead. Amen.
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March 14

Who of You by Worrying Can Add
a Single Hour toHis Life?

T R Ny AR \ 3 TRIS
s - SN 5 o T M oy
\ .3 ) ¢ Lo } :‘ > o

AWho of you by worrying ca(Matthew®27a si ngl e hour

Can you worry your way into an extra hour of life?
No, but you might take a few hours off your life by worrying.

Wedre really pretty.Aloundays @ad hourd and/nunutestamdisecéndsa b o u
are in the Fatherodés hands. |l spoke with a pas
stroke that came without warning. How had he managed to keep his faith in the face of losing his
beloved wife (they &d been married famver35y e ar s ) ? Al have al ways Kkngc
in Godo6és hameaswawldd thhatt | i ve one day | onger tt#
that her final d a y Fomhonuhis druthchasrbecome lexeaedyngteciousi d . 0

Her life was not cut short because she lived precisely as long as the Father intended.
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Worry will not make us live longer . . . or better . . . or smarter.
But worry will rob us of our joy . . . our peace . . . and our contentment.

T h at dusny thihgeabout worry. It can give you an ulcer or a stroke or a migraine headache
oraheartattacBut the one thing worr.Amanzanaorrygi ve you
hi mself to death, but he candt worry himself

You may diebefore noon tomorrow. Nothing you can do can change that fact in theTleast.
whol e matt er .iSetoabsessiGealydvdrry abbuatermisal illness or a freak
accident is pointless because you cannot by worrying add a single second to your life.

That | ifts a tremendous | oad off your shoul de
today. Maybe tomorrow. Maybe later this year. But maybe not for fifty years. Maybe suddenly.
Maybe slowly. Only God knows how it will happen.

But that means yoare living on borrowed timénly God knows when your time is up. That

means you donét have to worry about dying. Th
relax, enjoy life, live each day to the fullest, and go for all the gusto you car\fiddet God

worry about how things turn out.

Jesus applied this truth for us in Matthew 684 her ef or e do not worry ab
tomorrow will worry about itself DoBa@&d¢ch boay olwa
troubl e. T h ethirkidgsaboptlrighhnow Sotmany people are frozen with fear over

what might happen two or three months down the road. Listen, if God could create the world in
seven days, he can surely handle your problerviaor June.

Each day has enough trouble keep you busy'ou take care of today and God will take care of
tomorrow.

O Lord, you have numbered all my daysand written them in your book. Since | cannot die

before my time, help me to enjoy each day as a gift from you and use it to serve others in
JesusOdO name, Amen.
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March 15

What Can a Man Give in Exchange for His Life?

AWhat can a man gi veMarch837et urn for his |ife?0
Decision time.

Jesus is meeting with his men at Caesarea Philippi, a city outside the borders of Israel. There

Peter makes the great confessiol ou ar e t he Chri st, (MatbkewSon of
16:16). Jesus then reveals the fact of his coming crucifixion isJeru e m. What 6s | eft
Only one thing.

Are you in or out?

We all have just one life to spend. The challenge for all of usisthe¥dma.t 6 s t he best
we can maketh this short journey through life, in the fleeting moments as we pass ourrtime o

planet earth, what will we do with the life God gave us? With that as background, we may
paraphrase the words of Jesarsd add a bit of 21stentury idioni this way:

ANow that you know who | am, are you rwady to
answer, let me warn you that to follow me will seem in the eyes of the world as if you are

wasting your life. The people of the world will never understand what you are. doing

AYou al ways have another option. gYoorowncan try
desires. Lots of people do that. They live as if their career is all that matters. But the people who
l'ive only for this Iife in the end wild!/l find
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ABut 1 f yidhougt tbelwayomlhotrbeeasy and you will often be misundersiaod
the end you will save your life. And the people who laugh at you now will not laugh at you then.
They will see that you were right and they were wrong.

AAfter all, what go o dchestimarinthetworld or climlh to theotap ofb e c o m
the corporate ladder or rise to the highest salary level in your company or win the applause of the
worldi what good will all that do if in the end you find out it was all wasted? What good will that
shiny,news ports car do you then? Wi Il you be abl e
But if you want to live that way, go ahead. Millions of people do. In the end they will be sorry,

but by then it will be too late to do anything about it.

ASo whlalt iwt be, men? The way of the cross or t
your | ife somewhere. Whatodos the best deal you
The martyred missionary Jim EIliot said, HfAHe
what he cannot | ose. 0

If you live for your career, what difference will it make ten seconds after you die? If you spend
your life in the service of the kingdom of God, the road may not be easy, but 10,000 years from
now youol | never regret your decision.

Lord Jesus, you havecalled me to follow you, and now | musgive an answer Clear the

cobwebs of confusion from my heart so that | might answer your call gladly, freely,
compl etely, i mmediately, and say, fAHere am |,
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March 16

What Were You Arguing About?

g '

Wf

AWhat were you (MarkPB3)ng about ?0
No wonder they wouldndét answer hi m.

After all Jesus has said and dénafter all his miracles and the repeated teadhimpat are

these guys talking about on the roddf2y were arguing abouthe wasthe greatest.

Unbelievablelln the Jewish society of that dayas in most societies in every generadidhere

was a huge emphasis on power, position, prestige andfiit o 6 s number one?0 i
operative question. Because he knew theirtbgdesus knew about their sinful ambition even

before he asked what they were arguing aloke little children caught misbehaving, they

were ashamed to answer him.

At that point he could have rebuked them again, but instead he chose this moment for an
unforgettable teaching experientt does it by giving another of his pithy sayings.be first
you must be lastn the kingdom of God the way up is dowihus he overturned contemporary
notions of power and replaced them with the paradox of servalgrgap.In essencée is
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saying, Alt doesndt matter who has the title.
youdbve found your | eader. o

Jesussaidj The Son of Man came not to be served, bu
ransom f ¢Matthewa20:28fHe died like a servant is supposed tadgving all he

had for the sake of others.

| f to argue about whodés the greate
I f you to tell me how great you are, h
Grab a basin and a towel and just start sentiegve the bragging to others That was Jesu
plan, and it still works today.

Lord Jesus, you came to earth as a servant. We know you as Savior and Lord. Show us
what it means to know you as a servant. Amen
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March 17

Lord, Should We Fight?

ALord, should we fi ght(uke®2z49bkTpught the swords
Fighting seems so natural. Why let the bad guys win?
Losing is not a popularideatoday | t 6 s def i
Pattonf amousl|l y remar ked, AAmM
want to be on the widsniwhgy

Madness brackessachyear We want t o be
more urAmerican than choosing to lose.

t y not a very Ame
[ ns | ove a winnet
| outlser Bdrchwe ? pT e a

i
e Ot dNostayi,n gh Mye etn

ni el
eri ca
tme & M
abl

But thatodods precisely what the folho@kekrisstods Jlki

the values of the world are turned upside down.

70



He that would save his life must lose it.

Take up youcross and follow me.

What will it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his own soul?
He who would be first among you must be the servant of all.

Whoever loves his life loses it.

Whoever loses his life saves it.

Sometimes when you follow Jesusj fiave to lose inordertowin That 6s what Jesus
when he said to Petégi,Put your sword back in its place fo
by the (Madandew 26:52) . Brute forcWecdhaots not a
accompl iwork by®ulyng geople into submissiadthen we try that approach, it may

produce shofterm results but it always backfires in the end because the appeal to brute force
means that we donodot really believeinioourGod. | f
ownhandsi Do you think | cannot <call on my Father
more than t wel v e (Mhthayi2@53)s Twele legiompweuldsbe at least

72,000 angels. Do you think 72,000 angels could handle the sdlthésame out to arrest

Jesus? But i f Jesus had that sort of power at
Jesus refrained from calling on those angels because he knew that his arrest was necessary to
ful fill AGod onmsu spttl kehinag p Jesasysaid

Jesus doasha@mt need
He doesnodt want to be rescued.

Jesus can take care of hims&fhat seems to be the cluttered rush of events turns out to be the
plan of God unfolding to bring salvation to the world. When evil seerhe teinning, Christ
calmly submits, knowing that in the end, Godod

J. C. Ryle puts this in perspective:

He did not die because he could not help it; he did not suffer because he could not escape.

Al l the sol di er snotbdve tkenlhiantifdédrad neatrbeey wilkingto | d
be taken. They could not have hurt a hair of his head, if he had not given them
permission.

An old hymn reminds us that sometimes we nfiuste ar n t o | roasieg ow pawér, God . 0O
our significance, or place in the lights, our fame and fortune and all that we hold dear,

especially our reputation in the world, in giving all that up, our losing with God wins for us a

bl essing the world candédt match and does not wu

Lord Jesus, you won the great& victory by submitting to the greatest evil men could

conceive. Through the treachery of the wicked, you won salvation for all who believe in
you. Grant us a willingness to follow you all the way to the cross. Amen.
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March 18

When Did We Ever See Yélungry?

When did we ever see (yMathew2abB83hry and feed you?

Somewheret ead about St. Benedictodos first rule for
show kindness to strangers because in so doing they are showing kindness tar@$elst The

story is told about an old Benedictine monk who was about to lock the monastery door at the end

of a very exhausting weekend. There had been so many guests and some of them had proved

quite difficult to handle. He was secretly glad to see thfmo so he could have a bit of rest.

Just as he was closing the door, a new group of pilgrims walked up the path and asked for
admittance. Under his breath, he said to hims

These words of Jesus offer a libergtperspective because it is easy to feel overwhelmed or

perhaps resentful at the intrusion of others into our \phned agendasAnd sometimes,

consciously or not, we can give off an air of condescension, of pride and superiority, of
smugness bécaufeunfnt®w the truth and you havenodt
dondét think those fApoor, beni ghffTlhegkngvavgeans 0 c a
Christians talk down to thenThe words of Jesus help us see things in a new light.

Weknowt hat when we go Ain his name, 0 he goes wi
We know that we are going Awith himd and Afor
But now we know that we are also going fAto hi
Hebés on the receiving end of the mercy transa

He is there in the face of the Afghan refugee.
He stans with the homeless at the Harlem Avenue exit.

72



He is there with the single mother struggling with three young children.
He has a cell inside every prisontie world

He walks the halls of the cancer unit at the hospital.

He hears the cries of abusedidien.

He is there in the assembly of Sudanese believers.

If you look, you can see him in the streets of Calcutta. Mother Teresa found him there. But he is

also in Hanoi and Montreal and Lisbon and in a Haitian town called Pignon. There is a sense in
whichthe Lord Jesus can be found wherever there is human pain and sufféhace is a

broken heart, you can find him thetéthere is sadness or guilt, Jesus will be there somewhere.

That 6s whgl lhed wiaas mahereis & deeper sense im svhich yoll can find the

Lord Jesus wherever you find his people scattered on thei@affher e t wo or t hr ee
gat her ed tWheettbhsert e efiihefetamt| venseRe midst
(Matthew 18:20 KJV).

When we helghis people, we are helping him.

When we dry a tear or offer a word of hope, we are serving him.

When we go the extra mile even though we are already dead tired and a bit frustrated because we
dondt have the time or enerbgtyedoitahywaglesees al r e a
and knows what we have done, and he marks it down as if we had done it to him personally.

One day, |l ong after weoOve forgotten the frust
be rewarded. It all comes down tasthilesus forgets what we remember. And he remembers
what we forgetYou might even say that the whole gospel is in those two sentences.

Lord Jesus, give us eyes to sgeu in the hurting, hungry, helpless people all around us.
Then give us your heart to each out to you and for you in your name, Amen.
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March 19

Are You the One?

ifAre you the one who was to compMatthewfl2s houl d w
Thatds a power ful question.

It may be troubling to some people to think that John theifdms come to a point of such

deep doubt. After all, we know that John had made one of the earliest public confessions of Jesus
whenhecriedouff Look, the Lamb of God, who (olmkes away
1:29). Thenhesaii!| have Isdaemstanfd that t(Johnd:34). Mlaké he Son
no mistakeJohn knew who Jesus wéa$ow could a man who was so certain about Jesus now

harbor such doubt? The text doex tell us exactlybut | think | know part of the answer.

It is no wonderhat as he languished in prison, not knowing when (drafjvould be released,

John began to wonder, and then he began to ddelst least knew enough to ask the right

gqueston A Are you the one sent from heaSawor?, or i s
Are you really the promised Messiah?0 The ans
not rebuke John or put him down. He simply gikiésa the evidence he needs in order to regain

his faith. Go back, he says, and tell John what you have Bken he lists six miracl€s. 6).

The blind see.

The lame walk.

The lepers are cured.
The deaf hear.
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The dead are raised.
The poor have the gospel preached to them.

Jesus essentially says, fnGo back anewotlde!l I Joh
are being totally transformed. daHd g@goes obhanho
proplieMadt hew 11:9). Hebds the fulfllltlomerats off O
Jesus is saying, AJohn Hyesadllommyttearm éstill bélieve | do
i n hHe affirmmed his faith in John while John was stlll in his douHts knew that

underneath those doubts there was genuine f ai
all .o What an incredible affirmation.

Above the front door of every church in the world we should erect aviovd sign:
DOUBTERS WELCOME. Thats houl d be the churchds message.

If you have doubts, come inside.

If you have questions, come inside.

If you are uncertain, come inside.

If you are a skeptic, come inside.

If you are searching for truth, come inside.

God never turns an honest doubter awdgver. Come to him with your doubts, your

skepticism, your unbelief, your hard questions, your uncertainties. He welcomes your hardest
guestions. Doubt is not a sin. Itéds what you
Donét | et e¢pyaufromdeswsSiomesto hkmgust as you &end bring your doubts

with you. He will not turn you away.

Gracious Lord, we are glad that you are not threatened by our doubts nor are you shocked

when we ask hard questions. Help us to doubt our doubts, notr faith. We believe, Lord,
help our unbelief. As you helped John the Baptist, help us too. Amen.
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March 20

What Will You Give Me?

AWhatywul i ve me i f | [{Matthdw 26:15m over t o you??o
How much would you sell Jesus for?

Would you betay him for money?

Would you betray him for a better job?

Would you betray him to keep the job you have?

Would you betray him to save your own skin?

Would you betray him because he didnodét | ive wu
Would you betray him because you thoulé let you down?

Would you betray him if you thought you could win the favor of important people?

Judas does us a favor if his story causes us to rethink our basic commitment to Jesu¥@hrist
call yourself a Christian. But are you a true followeaw# you just going through the motions?
Are you a pretender or a true believer? Have you truly turned from your sins and trusted Jesus
Christ as Savior? Are you a faireather friend of the Savior?

These are searching questions that may be easier toaastotanswet.ask you not to take them
lighty. The one main |l esson from Judaso |ife is |
guestions.

After all, if one can be an apostle of Christ and still be lost, what about you and what about me?
Perhaps we myaconclude the matter this way. One apostle was lost, that none should presume.

76



Eleven were saved, that none should despair. In the end, most of us who call ourselves Christians
will search our heastand conclude thatthough we fail him in many waysve do love Jesus

andgladly claim him as our Saviofthat is as it should b&he story of Judas is in the Bible for

many reasons, not the least of which is that before we take anything for gramsbduldask

the question the other apostles asked thatefd u | night: ALord, i1 s it

Still as of old,

Man by himself is priced.
For 30 pieces Judas sold
Himself, not Christ.

Search me, Lord Jesus, and see if there be any Judas in me. Would | betray you, Lord?

Reveal the truth and then heal my soul lest | fothirty pieces of silver should betray you
again. Amen.
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March 21

How Are You Different?

Alyfou are kind only to your friendsMattheww ar e vy
5:47 NLT)

You never know what will grab someonebés heart

Mosab Hassalousef grew up as a Muslim. From an early age, he studied the Koran,
memorized its teachings, said the daily prayers, and followed the way of Islam as faithfully as he
could. In that respect, he was like many other young men growing up in Palestiniamtdivens

West Bank, with one important exception.

His father was one of the founders of Hamas, the militant terrorist organization.

You wouldnoét think that he would be a |ikely
beyond human explanation. Iislbcok Son of Hamas Yousef tells how he met a man who

gave him a New Testament. Because of his interest in religious matters, he decided to read it

see for himself what it said. Naturally he started with Matthew. Soon he encountered the Sermon
on the Mount (Matthew-%). There he got his first unfiltered exposure to the pure teachings of
Jesus.

It blew him away.
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